
Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the Ghana Physicians and Surgeons Foundation of North America (GPSF). 
On behalf of the Executive Board and the entire membership, I thank you for visiting our 
website. Our 14th Annual conference was held in Atlanta, on 22nd-24th April, 2016, with 
the theme - ‘A Critical Appraisal of Health Literacy in Africa: Challenges and Possible 
Solutions”. Participants were offered up to 10.75 AMA Category 1 CME credits valid in 
the USA and Canada. The conference attracted renowned and distinguished speakers 
from academia and elsewhere. These included health care practitioners, health services 
managers, medical entrepreneurs, and political leaders. With an attendance of over 100 
participants, the conference was a resounding success.

A delegation from Ghana was present at the conference. The Ghana Minister of Health, 
Hon. Alexander P. Segbefia, who delivered a presentation on ‘Achieving Health Literacy 
in Ghana: Ministry of Health Perspective’, headed this delegation. Included in the 
delegation were the following dignitaries: Dr. Afisah Zakaria, Acting Chief Director, 
Ghana Ministry of Health, Dr. Kenneth Sagoe, Health Systems Consultant to the Ghana 
Ministry of Health, Prof. Jacob Plange-Rhule, Rector of the Ghana College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. Christina Osei- Yeboah , Private Practice Pediatrician in 
Tema, Ghana, and Brig. Gen. Dr. Ralph Ametepi, Director General of Medical Services, 
Ghana Armed Forces.

Hon. Alexander P. Segbefia in his presentation made clear the Ministry's goals, its 
successes and challenges in achieving universal Health Literacy for the average 
Ghanaian. He also encouraged conference attendees, as Ghanaian health 
professionals in the diaspora to continue to engage their colleagues in the motherland in 
ways that will be beneficial to all Ghanaians.

Registered as a 501(3) c corporation in the United States, GPSF is an organization of 
medical professionals resident in the US and Canada, who are of Ghanaian heritage or 
have a vested interest, and are committed to working towards improved healthcare 
delivery in Ghana. It was established with the core mission to support the Ghana 
College of Physicians and Surgeons (GCPS), an institution established by an Act of 
Parliament in 2003, and charged to provide quality postgraduate medical education 
(Specialist Training) in Ghana. Over time, however, the Foundation's mission has 
evolved to embrace the growing need to expand its activities to help improve the overall 
health care delivery in Ghana. Integral to that, the GPSF has, in the past couple of 
years, played an advocacy role. It endeavored to influence health policy and educate 
the general public about numerous healthcare issues and challenges in Ghana. In 
furtherance of its goals, the Foundation collaborates with the Ghana College of 
Physicians and Surgeons to promote medical education, health service research, health 
advocacy, and the support of academic medicine. As well, it improved communication 
networks, to enhance Specialist Training and professional development in Medicine, 
Surgery, Allied Health and related disciplines. Below is a list of recent initiatives and 
activities of the GPSF:



The membership of the Foundation contributed $7500 to purchase emergency medical 
supplies which were donated to 37 Military Hospital, the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital 
Burn Unit and also to support Joy-FM’s humanitarian fund drive in response to the 
Accra flood and fire disaster.
The Foundation launched the highly successful Travel Fellowship Award; thanks to the 
generosity of its members. This award sponsors short-term attachment educational trips 
to US medical institutions for meritorious medical trainees selected by the faculty of the 
GCPS. This year’s recipients are expected to arrive in the USA May/ June 2016.
The Foundation continues to support, help organize and actively participate in the 
Annual Continuing Medical Education Conference for physicians in Ghana, dubbed 
"Medical Knowledge Fiesta"
A memorandum of understanding (MOU) was signed between the Ministry of Health 
and the Foundation. This document is expected to facilitate more in depth collaboration 
and partnership with the Ministry of Health in carrying forth the mission of the 
Foundation.
Besides the above core-mission activities, the Foundation is also fervently engaged in 
the following initiatives:

Local Chapters: Plans are already far advanced to launch local chapters in 4 
geographical areas: namely i) Delaware Valley (PA, DE, NJ) ii) Carolinas iii) New 
England iv) Tri-state Area (NY, NJ, CT). Other local chapters will be launched in the 
coming months.
Diaspora Medical Corps: Initiated by the GPSF and embraced by the political leadership 
in Ghana, this is a program intended to provide a framework/ vehicle through which all 
Ghanaian Healthcare Professionals abroad can participate on volunteer basis in direct 
health care delivery activities on a periodic/ rotational basis – a “Peace Corps” 
equivalent" for Ghanaian medical professionals in the diaspora. This initiative has 
garnered broad-based support both at home and abroad, and its framework 
development is in progress.
Faculty Bank: The foundation continues to develop a faculty bank of healthcare 
professionals and experts in the U.S and Canada, as an academic resource to support 
healthcare education, service and research in Ghana.
Medical Missions Support: GPSF supports medical mission services organized by 
various Foundation members and other organizations in the US and Canada.
Healthcare Think Tank: GPSF serves as a healthcare “think tank” in offering 
suggestions and recommendations to help reshape healthcare delivery in Ghana and 
serve as an advocacy group to influence health policy and educate the public about the 
numerous healthcare issues in Ghana and Africa.
There are, however, 2 areas of persistent challenges, where the Foundation continues 
to strive for favorable resolution: One is seeking redress from the Ministry of Health and 
the Ghana Medical and Dental Council of the exorbitant fee for temporary licensure for 
physicians in the diaspora. The other is seeking recognition of Doctors of Osteopathic 
Medicine (D.O’s) as bona fide physicians and allow them licensure to practice in Ghana. 
The GPSF is committed to working hard to achieve these goals in the near future.



Next year’s 15th Annual Conference of the GPSF will be held on April 21st –23rd, 2017, 
in Atlanta. The selected theme is “Emerging Infectious Diseases and Global Health 
Security: the Role of the African Diaspora”. The main objective is to identify among 
others the role of the African Diaspora in collaborating with health care professionals on 
the continent in combating emerging Infectious diseases.

In conclusion, I appeal to all healthcare professionals in the North American Diaspora to 
join the Ghana Physicians and Surgeons Foundation as members, so we can 
collectively work to improve the health of all Ghanaians. You can become a registered 
member by visiting the membership page. The Membership-in-Training category allows 
medical students, residents and fellows to become members at no cost. Join us in 
giving back and remember there is strength in unity and in numbers! We look forward to 
an exciting and fruitful year.

Leticia Otchere-Darko M.D.
President
Ghana Physicians and Surgeons Foundation of North America (GPSF)


